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Hello MCUGers:

The Summer picnic is now history,
and while we look forward to our
Christmas Dinner, we will have
some great programs for the
meetings before that.

The Board would like to extend
heartfelt “Thanks” to all the people
who worked to make the picnic such
a success. Don Miller handled the
catering of the Bar-B-Que, and
made sure everyone got served,
along with Art Frenz’s help. Jim Bell
got the paper goods, flatware, door
prize bowl, etc. Anyone not named
specifically, please accept our
thanks.

The first in line will be our 9 August
meeting in which our Webmaster,
Randy Gehring will teach us about
“Virtual Machines”. Yes, Virginia, it
can even be used on a “Mac”.

Rea Williams, President MCUG

August Points of Interest

August is National Home Business
Month, National Catfish Month, Na-
tional Golf Month, National Inventors

Month and National Water Quality
Month.  IBM announced the PC on

August 12, 1981.  August 20 is Na-
tional Radio Day.  The first photo-
graph of the earth taken from the

moon was taken on August 23, 1966.
The third week of August is Air Con-

ditioning Appreciation Week.  The
first income tax was enacted on Au-

gust 2, 1861.And the first Monday in
August is National Picnic Day in Aus-
tralia.  We had ours a month early.
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  MCUG Monthly Meeting Schedule
The regular monthly meeting of the Mountain Com-

puter User Group (MCUG)  is held on the second

Monday of every month, at 7 p.m., in the Wilson Lec-

ture Hall (Room 201) of the Goolsby Building on the

campus of Young Harris College in Young Harris, GA.

All regular monthly meetings and SIGs are open to

everyone regardless of membership status.

MCUG Membership
Annual dues are $20 and extend membership privi-

leges to two (2) members of a household. Membership

privileges include: special discounts on vendor prod-

ucts, access to products for evaluation and review, and

association with a great bunch of people.

Affiliation
The Mountain Computer User Group is a member

of  APCUG, a nonprofit international organization

dedicated to promoting communications between PC

user groups and the computer industry.

Group Purpose
The Mountain Computer User Group is a nonprofit,

tax-exempt educational organization without corporate

or vendor affiliation. Its purpose is the encouragement

and advancement of computer information and knowl-

edge through “users helping users”.
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JULY PICNIC TIME

Congratulations to new member Roger
Leroy.  He won the wireless keyboard in

the raffle

Members and guests enjoying picnic in
the shade.

Nice weather prevailed at the picnic
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Congratulations to member Bert
Boutwel on winning the 1st fruit bas-

ket.

Congratulations to member Judy
Boulware on winning the 2nd fruit

basket.

Congratulations to a guest on winning
a plastic container of stuff.

Congratulations to a guest on winning
a blue bowl.

Members and guests enjoying the
picnic in the pavilion
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Tom's Tip of the Month

For Sale, Kodak Carousel Slide Projector w/
12 carousel slide holders & large screen.

$75.00

 Call George @ (706)379-0663

BITS & PCs
FOR SALE

1M USB A to Mini-B 2.0 cable

3 feet long  $2.00

Vipre AntiVirus software

Antivirus and Anti Spyware

$2.00 each (Eight copies available)

DVI-D to DVI-D cable

Connect your DVI-D LCD, Plasma TV, or
HDTV to your DVI-D computer 10 feet.

$2.00 each (2 available)

Cassette Adapter Universal for MP3

$2.00 each (2 available)

Belden USB Parallel Printer Adapter Cable

 $2.00 (3 available)

Ink Jet Cartridges

HP-51645A

$1.00 each (2 available)

IEEE 1284 Printer Cable 10 feet long

(DB25 male to Centronics36 male)

$2.00

Above prices are negotiable

Email Rea Williams @ reaw@brmemc.net or
Tom Allen @ bunkerhilltom@brmemc.net

Some time you entered the wrong or invalid
registered owner information when you
installed the windows. But don’t worry you
can change the registered owner information
any time, if you have little knowledge about
editing windows registry.

Follow the given steps to change the owner
name:

·First click on Start button then type
Regedit in Run option.
·
Here lcate the location to:

·Go to HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE/
SOFTWARE/Microsoft/Windows NT/
CurrentVersion

·Here in right side panel, double click on
RegisteredOwner and here change its value
data as you wish.

·Now close the registry editor and restart
your computer after any changes to go into
effect.
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The Life of George Donegan

I was born on June 6, 1929.

I was born in the south side of Atlanta,
Georgia.

I am one of 8 kids, 6 boys 2 girls

I was raised in a big family setting. My Grand
Ma and Grand Pa and an Old Maid Aunt always
lived with us. With Mother & Daddy, 8 kids,
Grand Ma & Grand Pa and Aunt Bessie, it made
13 but it was not unlucky to us.

When I turned 17 on June 6, 1946 I tried to
talk mother and daddy into letting me join the
U.S. Marines. By September 3rd, 1946 I had

succeeded and left for Parris Island, SC. and
boot camp.

Upon leaving the Marines I went to work for a
meat packer out of Ottumwa, Iowa

selling wholesale meat in the Atlanta, Ga. area.
I did that for the next 12 years.

I changed to selling meat for a small local
company that supplied restaurants, schools,
clubs, etc. After a few years there I was
promoted to General Manager.

Here I had my first taste of computers. I
purchased a computer system, that had no hard
drive, just two 5 1/2" floppys and paid
$30,000 for it. Today you could buy a more
powerful system for $700 or $800.

On May 29, 1964 Nancy and I married and now
we have been married for over 46 years. We
have three grown kids Larry, Glenn and Robin.

My first computer (other then the $30,000
business computer) was a Commodore 64. I
couldn’t count the number of computers I have
had since then. I have 3 at present. One running
XP, One new one running Win 7 and a new lap
top running Win 7.

The Mountain Computer Club (as it was called
then) was started in 1988 by Paul Marshall and
Joe Ringwalt. I joined the club shortly there
after and have been a member ever since. I
have served as President 3 times, Vice President
3 or 4 times, editor for several years, Sec/
Treasurer twice and I have been on the board
for years.

It has been a privilege and I have learned much
more than I have given.

Why is it drug addicts and computer

afficionados are both called users?

 - Bradley's Bromide
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From The DealsGuy for August 2010 by
Bob (The Cheapskate) Click, Greater

Orlando Computer Users Group

*Computer Repair Feedback

Last month I mentioned that one of my computer
problems was caused by “Online Armor.” I found I wasn’t
the only one who had problems with that firewall. In my
feedback, two people said it interfered with the installation
of certain MS updates to their OS. I also remembered
having that problem, but at that time, I thought I had
accidentally created a firewall rule that caused the
problem when installing the MS updates. Some repeatedly
failed to install, no matter what I did.

The answer was suggested at our Tech SIG. I eventually
got into the habit of shutting down my firewall, and also
Spybot (which sometimes caused update installations to
fail), so the updates would install correctly, but a few
Office updates still failed to install so it was still a problem
at times. Thanks for the feedback.

*Minor Problem, Though

I’ve found that since using the Reimage Repair, two of my
Office programs need to be reinstalled. I’m not sure what
happened, but when I try to start them, they say
“installing,” but nothing happens. I’ll work on that when I
get time.

*Not Much Work Lately

We worked the Hearth, Patio, and Barbeque show <http:/
/www.bvents.com/event/194492-hpbexpo-hearth-patio-
and-barbecue-expo> that had plenty of home barbeque
products, but also plenty of fireplace displays that looked
fascinating. The electric ones looked like they had
beautiful flames and fooled many who thought they used
gas. Some of the cooking products were filled with
specially treated glass beads that held the heat very well. I
didn’t see any of those cooking food near my post, but
there was food being cooked all over the show and I
didn’t get away from my post much.

Due to health problems, we have not been working any
shows lately, and we are missing some good ones. We
missed the diabetes show, which is usually an interesting
one. Right now, both my wife and I have a serious
bacterial infection that the doctor said was highly
contagious so we have quarantined ourselves for now. It’s

a problem getting old for some of us, but the alternative to
getting old really sucks.

*Even Some Large User Groups are Feeling the
Pinch

I heard from the editor of a user group that used to
consistently have many members, and had a very
impressive newsletter with its articles written mostly by
their members. He asked about my health, and during our
messages, he indicated that in spite of being the many-
member group it had been for several years, and offering
a monthly newsletter that looked like a magazine on a
newsstand, their membership is at an all time low, but they
are still holding together. They also went to a PDF
newsletter several years ago and they still have great
authors within their own group. I just can’t understand
people giving up the kind of help and camaraderie a user
group offers.

*No Luck With Vendor Announcements

I received three vendor product announcements for new
products with user group member discounts, but none of
the contacts replied to my e-mails asking for ordering
instructions for my readers. Why bother announcing the
products if we can’t order them? That problem is quite
common any more. I had another item that I’ve had
around for a while and I asked if I could get a special
offer for my readers these days. The guy said he would
set things up in a couple of days, but so far, I’m still
waiting. However, I have not given up on him yet and I
liked the product, which is learning courses for software.

Under the circumstances, I looked up some items that
I’ve been saving for future use and hopefully you’ll find
them interesting. Most of them were found in user group
newsletters.

*Worried About Your Laptop Getting Stolen?

You always stand the chance of your laptop getting stolen
when you’re carrying it with you, because the worst can
always happen. Of course, all your personal information
goes with it if that happens, but if you have the data
encrypted, that part won’t matter, so you simply purchase
a new laptop and use your backup to bring it up to date.
However, Prey Project can be a big help if you prepared
yourself with it ahead of time <http://
www.preyproject.com>. If you decided to get set up with
Prey Project to protect yourself in the event a theft, simply
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go to their Web site and report the theft. Prey will start
attempting to connect your computer to a network so it
can start sending back silent reports; and maybe even
pictures if your laptop also has a camera. It will also
immediately start sending back reports, and the current IP
address along with reports on what the user is doing. It’s a
small program so it won’t take much to install it.

The product is free, but they do accept donations. I read
about this item in the Jan. 2010 Monitor, an outstanding
newsletter of The Rochester Computer Society, put
together by the dedicated Editor, Sally Springett <http://
www.rcsi.org>. No author was listed for this item. I never
fail to read her newsletter from cover to cover.

*Another Daily Deal

“GoingToday” has the same “one daily item for sale for
24-hours” policy as other daily sale sites I’ve given you
and you never know what it might be until they offer it, but
this site <http://www.goingtoday.com> is said to cater
more to musicians and music lovers. I only browse it
occasionally and the deals I have mostly seen are for
quality sound equipment, although the prices were not
bad. In my younger days, I was also a musician, but those
days are long gone so it won’t work for me when they
offer musical instruments, but its fun to check it
occasionally.

*Help Troubleshooting Your Computer Problem

This resource has good recommendations and seems to
be a good one. If you prefer to troubleshoot your own
computer when a problem arises, sometimes the fix is
elusive and you still need help. I’m told this site has helped
many with their problems, but it is by e-mail only so you
will need to send a good description of your problem.
Your help may come from anyplace in the world, but the
more help, the better when a solution is needed. <http://
www.protonic.com/> is the URL for your help and a little
research will tell you that it is well rated by some
respected services.

Martin Kessler sent this to me some time ago, but I lost it
and ran across it recently, however, the e-mail address I
have for Martin is no longer good. I hope he is still active
in his user group.

*Help With Updates

Many who subscribe to the Windows Secrets newsletter
by Brian Livingston may already know about Secunia,

because he recommended it some time ago, but it is a
good service so I am including it here. I also found this in
MUG Monitor (Jan 2010), newsletter of Macon Users
Group. Liz Russel writes an excellent monthly article
called tech talk <http://www.maconusersgroup.org> and
included Secunia in that column.

They have a free program you can use to scan your
computer for needed updates. It is called Secunia
Software Inspector <http://www.secunia.com/
vulnerability_scanning>. Actually, if you are a home user,
you can have your computer scanned online or you can
scan your entire network with the Corporate Software
Inspector. If something on your computer needs an
update, Secunia will go out and get it for you on its own.
Not everyone favors Secunia though, so look it over
carefully before you try it.

*How Do You Replace Your Favorite Utilities?

Ninite will help you do that by letting you choose from all
your favorites and will also install them for you. If there
are items you’d rather not have, Ninite will leave them out.
Get it at <http://ninite.com>. I read about it in Bits of
Bytes, the newsletter of Pikes Peak Computer Application
Society, <http://ppcompas.apcug.org> and no author was
listed. You can find out more by visiting the Ninite Web
site. Bits of Bytes is a very interesting newsletter. It’s not
lengthy, but every page is fascinating and I’m lucky to
receive it.

That’s it for this month. I’ll have some more new product
announcements on my Web site that didn’t offer
discounts. Meet me here again next month if your editor
permits. This column is written to make user group
members aware of special offers or freebies I have found
or arranged, and my comments should not be interpreted
to encourage, or discourage, the purchase of any
products, no matter how enthused I might sound. Bob
(The Cheapskate) Click <bobclick at bellsouth dot net>.
Visit my Web site at <http://www.dealsguy.com>.

Ken Olsen (1926 - ), President, Digital Equipment,

1977:   The most likely way for the world to be
destroyed, most experts agree, is by accident.
That’s where we come in; we’re computer profes-
sionals. We cause accidents.



8

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAYFRIDAY

Mountain Computer User Group
August 2010 Calendar

1 2 3 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 17 18 19 20 21

22

16

 23

August 2010Mountain Bits & Bytes

2524 26

4

27 28

29

Board Mtg
Y H Library
10:00 am

Aug Mtg
6:00 Q&A
7:00 Vir-
tual Ma-
chines

AUGUST

ANNIVERSARIES
J Tal & Nina Webb 8/07/1963 47 yrs

Paul and Carolyn Filer 8/30/2003 07 yrs

Tom & Betty Shope 8/27/2008 02 yrs

30

Deadline for
September
Newsletter
Articles

31

If you live in the Murphy/Hayesville area
of North Carolina, we invite you to
participate in the newest Legacy User
Group.

The group will normally meet on the 2nd
Wednesday night of each month at the
Moss Library in Hayesville. The meetings
will start at 6:30pm and last about two
hours.

Bob
Davies

Jim Bell

Mikele
Carter

ANNOUNCEMENTS!

There is a genealogy study group that
meets on the first Saturday of (almost)
each month at the Moss Library in
beautiful down town Hayesville, 0930.


